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On May 2, the 77th conference of the World Inter- Parliamentary Union ended in Managua, with
the approval of three major resolutions on Central America, the Middle East and world trade
problems. The meeting's agenda originally included issues concerned with peace in the Middle
East and world trade problems, but a debate on the "parliamentary contribution to winning peace
in Central America" was added to the agenda. A draft resolution on Central America containing
strong criticism of US policy in the region was approved by the WIU political commission on
Friday by all 32 members, with the exception of the Salvadoran delegate who abstained. Among
other things, the resolution calls on Washington to cease military and paramilitary activities and
economic blockade against Nicaragua. Rafael Solis, secretary of the Nicaraguan congress, was
jubilant: "This has never happened before in the WIU. It is a triumph not only for Nicaragua, but
for all those fighting for peace." Ricardo Maldonado, president of the Guatemalan parliament's
foreign commission told Cuban news agency PRENSA LATINA that he was "completely satisfied"
with the resolution, and said the Salvadoran delegates promised to vote in favor of the resolution
in the plenary session. Leader of the Spanish Socialist Workers Party and president of the political
commission, Miguel Angel Martinez, was also pleased with the results: "This is a miracle, but not
an accident. It is rather, the product of the parliamentarians' political consciousness and will."
Members of the US delegation said they had "reservations" about the resolution, but added
they wanted to contribute to the group's position on the issue. A document on Central America,
circulated during the meeting, expresses support for the Contadora Group's peace negotiations,
condemns economic, political and military pressure against Nicaragua, and calls on the United
States to respect internatinal law. The resolution, which was approved May 2 in plenary session,
also states that the US government should directly negotiate with the Nicaraguan government to
resolve their differences, and expresses support for the Contadora Group's peace negotiations. Next,
the resolution on world trade problems refers to the Third World's foreign debt as unpayable, and
calls on the international community to reduce tariff barriers and other protectionist measures. The
resolution was unanimously approved, after Nicaraguan legislator Rafael Solis proposed that direct
charges against the United States be removed from the statement. On the Middle East, conference
delegates voted to organize an international meeting for peace in the region, and called on Israel to
withdraw its troops from Lebanon. In addition, the resolution calls on Iran and Iraq to settle their
differences at the negotiating table. More than 1,000 persons attended the conference, representing
90 national and regional parliaments. (Basic data from PRENSA LATINA, 05/02/87, 05/01/87)
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